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For everyone who has learned to read the weather
in another person's silence.



A shoreline is only a promise the water
agrees to keep for a while.

From the notebooks of Mara Venn
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The Harbour That
Wasn’t There

t first light, Ilyen found a blue line where the western cliff should

have been. It trembled at the edge of the chart, thin as a vein
beneath skin, and ended in a mark no cartographer in the survey
house used.

She laid the brass rule across yesterday’s soundings. The line
remained. Beyond the salt-clouded window, gulls wheeled over an
ordinary grey sea, but the paper insisted on an inlet opening beneath
them.

Master Senn had taught her that an error repeated three times
became a feature. Ilyen measured the line a fourth time, then closed
the shutters before anyone else arrived.

By noon the tide had withdrawn farther than any table predicted.
Steps emerged below the cliff, each one black with weed, descending
toward a harbour no living map admitted existed.

A map could tell you where the rocks were. It could

not tell you which absence would break you.[i]
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On an island where every inlet has been measured, apprenti
mapmaker Ilyen Voss discovers a harbour that appears only at
the lowest tide. Its arrival carries a letter in her missing

mother's hand and a warning: the island's most trusted map is

also its oldest lie.

Luminous, precise, and quietly devastating.
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